
 

"What if God were to do as much in the next three years as 

we've seen him do in the previous six?" 
 
 
This is the question that the Grace Church elders have been living with for the past few 
months. In this booklet you’ll find the main things that we feel that God has been 
speaking to us about as we’ve dreamed and talked and prayed together about the next 
three years. Now we’re inviting you to dream/talk/pray with us so we can hear God’s 
voice together. 
 
But first, here’s our baseline conviction. Every local church is called to get involved in 
what Jesus started. Our mission is not our own. We find our identity and purpose as we 
get caught up in what Jesus is doing right now, in our neighbourhoods and towns, 
across our region and throughout the world. 
 
Nowhere is this truth spelled out more clearly in the Bible than in the Book of Acts. And 
that’s why, starting on 8th January, we’re going to be spending several weeks exploring 
this book together. 
 



The Book of Acts 
 

When we read the Book of Acts, we come to appreciate how the early Christians came 
to an ever clearer realisation of what it means to get involved in what Jesus started. 
That understanding and insight did not come quickly or easily. There were plenty of 
challenges along the way. But what the early Christians came to understand, slowly and 
sometimes painfully, is that the church is always called beyond itself. 
 

Like the early believers, we’re on a journey of self discovery as we grow in our 
understanding of what it means to be “church”. God is calling us to move beyond 
ourselves. That means: 
 

 Embracing a vision that is too big for us to handle. What we’re bringing to the 
church lies well beyond our ability to achieve, enabling us to exercise faith and – 
above all – moving us to pray. 

 

 Embracing a vision that is centred on the needs of people outside the church 
community. It’s been well said that the church is the only organisation on earth 
that exists for the benefit of non-members. 

 

 Embracing a vision that connects us with the great commission to take the good 
news of Jesus to the ends of the earth. 

 

In all of this, we sense that the Spirit of God is summoning us to be people who are 
open to learning what it means to step up and step out. Like the disciples in the Book of 
Acts, Jesus is enlisting us in his cause. The question is, will we listen and obey? 
 

 

The next three years 
 

Which brings us to our dreams for the next three years. [And they are just that – 
dreams – not success criteria!] We dream that … 
 

 Every member of Grace Church will be able to identify how at least one area of 
their life has been substantially changed by the power of the gospel.  
 

 Every member of the church knows how to connect their friends with the gospel. 
 

 Every community group will have multiplied at least once and all our groups are 
nurturing new believers. 
 

 Grace Church will have been instrumental in turning around the material 
prospects of dozens of people. 

 

 Falmouth is a thriving, elder-led church. 
 



 As part of our connection with the Advance movement of churches: 
 

o Our partnerships with King’s Arms, Blaze & Falmouth have grown in 
strength. 

o We are well on our way to planting and strengthening at least two more 
congregations in Cornwall and one elsewhere in the UK. 

o We have started building relationships with churches outside the UK. 
 

 We have given away £10K's and dozens of people to express God's generosity 
and advance the gospel. 

 

 

Overview of our teaching series 
 

To help us understanding how these things are biblically grounded, we will be covering 
the following themes in our teaching series on the Book of Acts: 
 
8th January 
“Living with vision” – Andrew Sampson 
Big idea: we are called to live beyond ourselves 
 

15th January  
“Missional community” – Andrew Sampson & Matt Leach 
Big idea: we live beyond ourselves as we recognise that we are a community that exists 
for the benefit of non-members 
 

22nd January 
“Serving our city” – Matt Leach & Natalie Gavan (from Christians against Poverty) 
Big idea: we live beyond ourselves as we recognise that we are called to serve the 
needs in our local community by caring for the most vulnerable. 
 
29th January 
“Movements” – Andrew Sampson & Ben Sewell 
Big idea: we live beyond ourselves as we recognise that we are called to be a church 
that advances the gospel across our region and to the ends of the earth. 
 

This Sunday we will be launching our Week of Prayer (see below) and also praying for 
the Falmouth team. 
 

5th February 
“Giving” – Andrew Sampson & Matt Leach 
Big idea: when the grace of God grips our hearts we are motivated to give him 
everything. 
 

On this Sunday, we will be taking up a special offering. Details to follow. 



WEEK OF PRAYER  
 
This is a first for us as a church; we’ve never called the church to a week of prayer 
before. We’re doing this because we believe it’s imperative that we bring ourselves to 
God as we re-commit ourselves to his cause and seek to hear his voice together. 
 
What are we asking? Simply this. That if you’re a committed member of the church, 
please would you get to at least two of these gatherings over the course of the week? 
And if you’re someone who rarely – if ever – gets to a prayer meeting, then we’d love 
to see you attend at least one of the gatherings. 
 
Here are the details: 
 

 
 

Andrew Sampson, Matt Leach & Ben Sewell 
elders@gracetruro.org 

 
 

Date Details 

Mon 30 Jan 7.45pm in Falmouth (venue to be confirmed) 
 

Tues 31 Jan 6am outside the cathedral. 7am at Emily's for tea, coffee & 
pastries. 
 
12.00-1.00pm at the Leach's, 35 Green Close, TR1 2DD 
 

Wed 1 Feb 7.45pm at the Pykes', 18 Crescent Rise, TR1 3ER 
 

Thurs 2 Feb  Fasting during the day for those who are able. 
 
7.45pm at Truro School Sixth Form Centre, Trennick Lane, TR1 1TH 
 

Fri 3 Feb 11.30am at the Williams', 18 Murdoch Close, TR1 1RR 
 

Sat 4 Feb 9.00am at Wetherspoon’s in Truro hosted by Josh and Becky 
Thorns 
 

Sun 5 Feb  9.30am at the Fal Building (stairwell) hosted by Ben Sewell 
 


